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The Liberal C
atholic C

hurch cam
e into being in

order that people w
ho insist upon 

com
plete

freedom
 of belief in their search for truth could

have free access 
to 

the 
traditional 

C
atholic

Sacram
ents w

ithout having to give even 
lip

service to creeds or dogm
as 

to 
w

hich 
they

could, 
not 

honestly 
and 

w
holeheartedly

subscribe. It w
as the only church having the

valid A
postolic Succession of H

oly O
rders, and

therefore 
dispensing 

valid 
C

atholic
Sacram

ents, 
w

hich 
w

elcom
ed 

to 
H

oly
C

om
m

union all reverent people of 
w

hatever
denom

ination or religion-or of none.

PH
ILO

SO
PH

Y

The Liberal C
atholic C

hurch m
akes no specific

dem
ands as to belief on the part of any of its

m
em

bers - sim
ply a w

illingness to w
orship

together w
ith the use of a com

m
on Liturgy in a

spirit of brotherhood. This does not im
ply that

the C
hurch has no philosophy w

hich it holds to
be true. It has a definite doctrine -w

hich 
it

teaches, but it does not insist on the acceptance
of its philosophy, feeling that since it is true, all
m

en w
ill one day com

e to see its truth and
order their lives thereby. W

e hold that "a truth
is not a truth for a m

an, nor revelation until he
sees it to be true for him

self." C
andidates for the

Priesthood are selected from
 am

ong m
en w

ho
have, of their ow

n study and intuition, arrived
at a general acceptance of its philosophy as
expressed in its official Sum

m
ary of D

octrine.
This philosophy postulates the existence of G

od
m

anifesting as the 
creative 

Trinity; 
of 

m
an

sharing the divine life and nature and therefore
him

self eternal destined to attain a glorious
state 

of 
godlike 

perfection. 
M

an 
evolves

through repeated earthly lives 
of 

experience
(reincarnation) under the perfect divine law

 of
absolute 

justice 
(karm

a) 
w

hereby 
each

individual inevitably reaps the fruit of all his
thoughts, feelings and actions, good or bad, life

after 
life. 

D
eath 

is 
follow

ed 
by 

a 
tim

e 
of

readjustm
ent during w

hich the soul frees itself
from

 any attachm
ent to evil and then reaps the

rew
ard 

of 
its 

good 
deeds 

in 
a 

heaven 
of

happiness. Realizing at length the need for m
ore

earthly experience in order to evolve further
tow

ards 
its 

goal 
of 

perfection, 
the 

soul
reincarnates. 

Its 
new

 
body 

and 
life

circum
stances reflect both w

hat it has earned
and w

hat it has learned in preceding lives.
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W
e hold that C

hrist established the C
hristian

Religion, not to condem
n earlier religions as

erroneous, 
but 

to 
give 

a 
new

, 
im

petus 
to

evolving hum
anity, in particular to inculcate a

greater realization of hum
an brotherhood and

m
utual 

responsibility. 
H

e 
established 

H
is

sacram
ental system

 in order that through it H
e

m
ight be able to give fuller, and m

ore direct
personal help and inspiration to m

ankind. W
e

feel that H
e w

ants the w
idest use to be m

ade of
H

is gifts <> hence our open C
om

m
union. W

e feel
also 

that 
through 

the 
celebration 

of 
the

Eucharist in a spirit of joy and gladness, w
ith

w
holehearted 

participation 
by 

priest 
and

congregation 
aided 

by 
the 

A
ngel 

H
osts, 

a
trem

endous 
w

ave 
of 

quickening 
and

spiritualizing inspiration can be spread abroad
over the w

hole com
m

unity. Believing that this
aspect of the Eucharist is one w

hich the Lord
w

ishes em
phasized for H

is w
ider 

w
ork, w

e
have m

ade it one of the prim
ary purposes of our

Liberal C
atholic w

orship.

TH
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O
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C
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A
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To this end the Liturgy of the Eucharist w
as

revised to elim
inate all expressions of fear, of

supposed 
divine 

w
rath, 

all 
ideas 

of 
G

od
contrary to the loving Father taught by Jesus.
O

ur service is one of joy, of hope and gladness,
expressed by priest and people 

in 
a 

highly
congregational form

 of w
orship. W

e m
aintain

that transubstantiation is a fact; that in the act
of 

C
onsecration 

the 
natural 

inner 
life 

or
substance of the bread and w

ine is sw
ept aside

and replaced by the living vitality of C
hrist

H
im

self- though the outw
ard physical m

atter of

bread 
and 

w
ine, 

rem
ains 

unchanged. 
This

C
hrist Life 

present 
in 

the 
H

ost 
enters 

each
com

m
unicant, quickening his spiritual nature

and m
aking him

 for the tim
e being a shining

spiritual sun am
ong m

en. W
herever the Blessed

Sacram
ent is reserved, that radiance continues

to shine over the w
orld around, and m

ay be
called upon for help and blessing by n anyone.,
M

any feel this influence w
hen entering a church

w
here the H

ost is reserved.

IN
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E

The form
ation of this C

hurch from
 its inception,

the revision of its Liturgy, and redevelopm
ent

of 
its 

doctrine 
as 

to 
the 

nature 
of 

the
Sacram

ents, 
w

ere 
guided 

by 
careful

clairvoyant study of the inner w
orking of the

C
atholic 

Religion. 
C

ertain 
Theosophists-

notably C
. W

. Leadbeater- had developed their
latent pow

ers of extrasensory perception and
had been highly trained in their use w

hile in
India, -w

here such faculties have been know
and studied for ages. The use of these faculties
disclosed the realities underlying the practices
of the C

atholic C
hurch and enabled scientific

revision 
of 

the 
Eucharistic 

Rite 
to 

be
undertaken, 

so 
as 

to 
produce 

a 
far 

m
ore

efficacious use of its potential in the service of
G

od and m
an. The use of these faculties also

confirm
ed the validity of the Liberal C

atholic
philosophy 

as 
expressed 

in 
the 

C
hurches

"Sum
m

ary of D
octrine."

The findings of the first investigators have been
confirm

ed and 
elaborated 

by 
other 

trained
clairvoyant researchers up to the present tim

e.
(References should be m

ade to the m
onum

ental
w

ork, The Science of the Sacram
ents by Bishop

Leadbeater, 
noted 

in 
the 

appended
bibliography.)
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The governm
ent of the C

hurch is hierarchical,
but it is a governm

ent by the consent of the
governed. 

Suprem
e 

authority 
in 

m
atters

spiritual rests w
ith the w

hole body of bishops
acting 

as 
a 

college, 
know

n 
as 

the 
G

eneral
Episcopal 

Synod. 
This 

includes 
the



adm
inistration 

of 
the 

Sacram
ents, 

the
prom

ulgation of Liturgy and Ritual, Statem
ent

of Principles and Sum
m

ary of D
octrine, and

also the C
anon Law

. A
s far as practical all in

m
atter of business, finance and property are

placed in the hands of elected representatives of
the m

em
bership. The Synod operates under the

chairm
anship of its elected Presiding Bishop

w
hose 

actions 
are 

alw
ays 

subject 
to 

its
approval. 

N
ew

 
bishop 

are 
selected 

and
consecrated by 

the 
Synod. 

A
ppointm

ents 
of

bishops to Provincial or D
iocesan authority are

m
ade by the Synod w

ith the approval of the
subordinate clergy. A

ppointm
ent of clergy to a

parish is by m
utual 

agreem
ent 

betw
een 

the
parish and the responsible bishop. The Synod is
the 

final 
court 

of 
appeal 

in 
all 

m
atters

concerning the C
hurch and its clergy.

H
ISTO

RY

Established 
in 

England 
in 

1916 
through 

a
reorganization 

of 
the 

form
er 

O
ld 

C
atholic

C
hurch in G

reat Britain, 
the new

 m
ovem

ent
quickly spread to other countries, and in 1918
adopted its distinctive nam

e, TH
E LIBER

A
L

C
A

TH
O

LIC
 C

H
U

RC
H

. Its Episcopal succession
is derived from

 the O
ld C

atholic C
hurch of

H
olland through A

rchbishop 
A

rnold 
H

arris
M

athew
 and his A

uxiliary, Bishop Frederick
Sam

uel 
W

illoughby, 
the 

latter 
having 

been
elected 

and 
consecrated 

"to 
safeguard 

the
Succession." A

rchbishop M
athew

 ordained 
a

num
ber 

of 
Theosophists 

to 
the 

Priesthood,
know

ing 
that 

they 
w

ere 
Theosophists 

and
know

ing about their philosophy. They had built
up a congregation in London w

hich w
as at that

(1915) 
the 

only 
congregation 

of 
the 

O
ld

C
atholic m

ovem
ent in England. In an about-

face the A
rchbishop suddenly dem

anded that
they all w

ithdraw
 

from
 m

em
bership 

in 
the

Theosophical Society, and w
hen they dem

urred
at this breech of agreem

ent, he bow
ed out and

declared the w
hole m

ovem
ent "term

inated."
This left them

 free to act as they should deem
best, but w

ithout a bishop. Bishop W
illoughby,

w
ho had been elected from

 am
ong their num

ber
by their votes (though not a Theosophist), and
from

 w
hom

 
A

rchbishop 
M

athew
 

had 
since

parted 
com

pany, 
passed 

on 
the 

A
postolic

Succession to them
 by consecrating Jam

es Ingall
W

edgw
ood 

to 
the 

Episcopate 
as 

Presiding
Bishop 

of 
the 

now
 

autonom
ous 

body, 
in

London 
on 

February 
13, 

1916. 
H

e 
in 

turn
consecrated C

harles W
ebster Leadbeater to the

Episcopate in Sydney, A
ustralia in July of that

year, and the C
hurch rapidly spread over the

w
orld, being active in over 40 countries w

ith
m

ore than 15 languages, continuing to grow
 in

all of them
. (A

ll services are in the language of
the people). A

lthough Theosophists played a
m

ajor 
role 

in 
establishing 

this 
C

hurch, 
the

C
hurch 

itself 
has 

no 
connection 

w
ith 

the
Theosophical 

Society 
or 

w
ith 

any 
other

philosophical school of thought. 
C

lergy 
and

m
em

bers are free in such m
atters. A

ll clergy are
self-supporting, 

receiving 
no 

financial
rem

uneration for their w
ork. They are free to

m
arry if they w

ish.
N

ow
here is the C

hurch large as yet, but it is
steadily grow

ing. The U
nited States of A

m
erica

has 
its 

com
plem

ents 
of 

bishops, 
priests,

incorporated 
parishes 

as 
w

ell 
as

unincorporated 
m

issions, 
various 

churches,
church 

centers 
and 

private 
oratories. 

The
C

hurch in the U
SA

 is incorporated in the State
of M

aryland as "The Liberal C
atholic C

hurch,
Province of the U

nited States of A
m

erica," but
its Provincial H

eadquarters is now
 

in 
O

jai,
C

alifornia.
The 

w
orld 

headquarters 
of 

the 
C

hurch 
is

m
aintained 

in 
London, 

England, 
w

here 
its

archives 
are 

kept 
and 

w
here 

the 
official

international journal, The Liberal C
atholic, has

been published for over 50 years under 
the

direction of the Presiding Bishop.
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