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"The LiberaI C
atholic C

hurch believes that
there is 

body 
of doctrine and 

m
ystical

experience 
com

m
on 

to 
all 

the 
great

religions of the w
orld and w

hich cannot be
claim

ed as the exclusive possession of any.
M

oving w
ithin the orbit 

of C
hristianity

and 
regarding 

itself 
as 

a 
distinctively

C
hristian church it nevertheless holds that

the other great religions of the w
orld are

divinely 
inspired 

and 
that 

all 
proceed

from
 a com

m
on source, though different

religions 
stress different aspects of 

this
teaching 

and 
som

e 
aspects 

m
ay 

even
tem

porarily drop out of recognition. These
teachings, as facts in nature, rest in their
ow

n intrinsic m
erit. They form

 that true
C

atholic faith, w
hich is C

atholic because It
the statem

ent of universal 
principles 

in
nature.'��-from

 
The 

Statem
ent 

of
Principles.
The follow

ing Sum
m

ary of D
octrine is a

concise 
official 

statem
ent 

of 
w

hat 
the

bishops 
of 

the 
C

hurch 
have 

from
 

its
beginning unanim

ously held to be such
universal 

principles 
in 

nature, 
w

hich,
w

hile of course not exhaustive, form
s the

only 
basis 

of 
a 

rational 
universe, 

the
creation or em

anation of a universal D
eity

w
ho is 

the 
source and 

em
bodim

ent 
of

Love, C
om

passion, Im
m

utable Law
 and

Eternal Life.
W

hile 
the 

bishops, 
w

ho feel 
that they

have been entrusted by our Lord w
ith the

guidance of this N
ew

 Reform
ation in H

is
C

hurch, believe that these D
octrines are

Eternal Truth and that all m
en m

ust and
w

ill eventually com
e to accept them

 and
live in accordance w

ith them
, they m

ake
no dem

and that anyone accept anyof them
as 

a 
condition 

of 
m

em
bership 

or 
of

com
m

union; how
ever, as pointed out in

the 
final 

paragraph, 
candidates for the

priesthood w
ho are to be leaders in the

C
hurch w

ill be selected only from
 am

ong
m

en 
w

ho have 
already 

com
e, 

through
their 

ow
n 

intuition 
to 

accept 
these

doctrines in their general sense as being
truths w

hich they can honestly teach to
others w

ho are seeking Truth.

SU
M

M
A

RY O
F D

O
C

TRIN
E

1. The existence of G
od, infinite, eternal,

transcendent and im
m

anent. H
e is the one

existence from
 w

hich all other existence
derived. 'In him

 w
e live and m

ove and
have our being.' (A

cts xvii, 28).

2. 
The 

m
anifestation 

of 
G

od 
in 

the
universe under a triplicity called in the
C

hristian religion, Father, Son and H
oly

Spirit; three Persons in one G
od, co-equal,

co-eternal, 
the 

Son 
alone-born' 

of 
the

Father, 
the 

Spirit proceeding 
from

 
the

Father and the Son. The Father, the source
of all; the Son, 'The W

ord w
ho w

as m
ade

flesh 
and 

dw
elt 

am
ong 

us'; 
the 

H
oly

Spirit, 
the 

lifegiver, 
the 

inspirer 
and

sanctfier.

3. M
an, m

ade in the im
age of G

od, is
him

self divine in essence- a spark of the
divine 

fire. 
Sharing 

G
od's 

nature, 
he

cannot 
cease 

to 
exist, 

therefore 
he 

is
eternal and his future is one w

hose glory
and splendor have no lim

it.

4. C
hrist ever lives as a m

ighty spiritual
presence 

in 
the 

w
orld, 

guiding 
and

sustaining his people. The divinity that
w

as m
anifest in him

 is gradually being
unfolded in every m

an, until each shall
com

e 
'unto 

a 
perfect 

m
an 

unto 
the

m
easure of the stature of the fullness of

C
hrist.' (Eph. iv, 13).

5. The w
orld is the theatre of an ordered

plan, according to w
hich the spirit of m

an,
by 

repeatedly 
expressing 

him
self 

in
varying conditions of life and experience,
continually 

unfolds 
his 

pow
ers. 

That
evolution or spiritual unfoldm

ent 
takes

place under an inviolable law
 of cause and

effect. 'W
hatsoever a 

m
an 

sow
eth, that

shall be also reap.' (G
al. vi, 7). H

is doings
in 

each 
physical 

incarnation 
largely

determ
ine his experience after death 

in
the 

interm
ediate 

w
orld 

(or 
w

orld 
of

purgation) and the heavenly w
orld and

greatly influence the circum
stances of his

next birth. M
an is a link in a vast chain of

life 
extending 

from
 the 

highest 
to 

the
low

est. A
s he helps those below

 him
, so

also he 
is 

helped 
by 

those w
ho stand

above 
him

 
on 

the 
ladder 

of 
lives,

receiving thus a 'free gift of grace'. There
is a 'com

m
union of saints' of 'just m

en
m

ade 
perfect' or holy 

ones, 
w

ho 
help

m
ankind. There is a m

inistry of angels.



6. M
an has ethical duties to him

self and to
others, 'Thou shalt love the Lord thy G

od
w

ith all thy heart and w
ith all thy soul

and w
ith all thy m

ind and w
ith all thy

strength. 
This 

is 
the 

first 
and 

great
com

m
andm

ent, and the second like unto
it: Thou shalt love thy neighbor as thyself.
O

n these tw
o com

m
andm

ents hang all the
law

 and the prophets.' (M
att. 22, 37-40)

helped by those w
ho stand above him

 on
the ladder of lives, receiving thus a 'free
gift of grace'. There is a 'com

m
union of

saints' of 'just m
en m

ade perfect' or holy
ones, 

w
ho 

help 
m

ankind. 
There 

is 
a

m
inistry 

of angels. 
6. 

M
an has 

ethical
duties to him

self and to others, 'Thou shalt
love the Lord thy G

od w
ith all thy heart

and w
ith all thy soul and w

ith all thy
m

ind and w
ith all thy strength. This is the

first and 
great 

com
m

andm
ent, 

and 
the

second like unto it: Thou shalt love thy
neighbor 

as 
thyself. 

O
n 

these 
tw

o
com

m
andm

ents hang all the law
 and the

prophets.' (M
att. 22, 37-40)

It is the duty of m
an to learn to discern the

divine 
light 

in 
him

self 
and 

others-that
light 'w

hich lighteth every m
an (St. John i,

9). Because m
en are sons of G

od they are
brothers and inseparably linked together.
That w

hich harm
s one harm

s the entire
brotherhood. H

ence a m
an ow

es it as duty
to the G

od w
ithin him

self and others: first,
to endeavor constantly to live up to the
highest that is in him

, thereby enabling
that G

od w
ithin him

self to becom
e m

ore
perfectly 

m
anifest, 

and, 
secondly, 

to
recognize the fact of that brotherhood by
constant effort tow

ards unselfishness, love,
consideration 

for, 
service 

of, 
his

fellow
m

an. Service of hum
anity and the

sacrifice of the low
er self to the higher are

law
s of spiritual grow

th.

7. C
hrist instituted various sacram

ents in
w

hich 'an inw
ard and spiritual grace' is

given unto us through 'an outw
ard and

visible sign.' There are seven of these rites
w

hich 
m

ay 
be 

ranked 
as 

sacram
ents,

nam
ely, Baptism

, C
onfirm

ation, the H
oly

Eucharist, A
bsolution, H

oly U
nction, H

oly
M

atrim
ony, H

oly O
rders.

The 
doctrine 

of 
these 

sacram
ents 

is
sufficiently set 

forth 
in 

the 
authorized

liturgy 
of the 

Liberal 
C

atholic C
hurch.

O
ur Lord Jesus C

hrist, the living head of
the church w

hich he founded is the true
m

inister of all sacram
ents.
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Inasm
uch as the Liberal C

atholic C
hurch

w
elcom

es to its m
em

bership all w
ho are

seeking 
truth, 

it 
does 

not 
require 

its
m

em
bers 

to 
accept 

this 
statem

ent 
of

doctrine, 
but 

the 
statem

ent 
is 

to 
be

regarded 
as em

bodying 
the 

distinctive
contribution of the Liberal C

atholic C
hurch

to C
hristian thought, and the bishops of

the 
church 

are 
prepared 

to 
accept 

as
candidates for ordination only those w

ho
find 

them
selves 

in 
general 

agreem
ent

w
ith it.
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